
What is a Tax ID? 
 
The Tax ID for your employer is a nine-digit number that IRS assigns to identify the tax accounts 
of employers.   It is alternately known as the federal Employer Identification Number, federal EIN, 
or federal Tax ID.  A corporation may be organized into several business entities, but there is only 
one tax ID for each business entity.   The format for a tax ID is:  XX-XXXXXXX.    
 
Vendormate® uses the tax ID to verify whether or not employers and business entities are 
subject to various Federal sanctions.  
 
A federal tax ID, or EIN, is for use in connection with business activities only.  Do not use your 
social security number (SSN) in place of your employer’s tax ID.    
 
Unlike a social security number, sharing a business tax ID does not create potential liability or 
financial exposure for a business.   In fact, a federal business tax ID is something that an 
employer furnishes to all employees.  Some employers display the number as the “Employer 
Identification Number (EIN)” on each pay check, but all employers must provide the number for 
employees who file a tax return referencing income from that corporate entity. 
 
Where can I find my employer’s tax ID?    
 
1.   Ask your HR representative or manager for your company federal tax ID or EIN.    
 
2.   Locate your current W-2 and find the field containing the Employer Identification Number.  
Highlighted in red below 

 
 
3.   Locate your current 1099 and find the field containing the Employer Identification Number.  
Highlighted in red below 

 


